Independent Reading Journal Prompts

Below is a list of journal prompts to help you analyze and reflect on your current independent book. Remember, you journal entries should be your reflections, connecting your novel to universal ideas, current events, history, yourself, etc.   This means that you need to CITE MULTIPLE TEXT EXAMPLES and EXPLAIN how this relates to your book.  Each entry should be approximately 1 page, handwritten. (You do not need to use Power Paragraph formatting, but I have provided the powers if it helps you ensure you have evidence AND explanation) Also, pay attention to the writer’s craft. Have fun!

Power 1: Topic sentence and concluding sentence

Power 2: Supporting general idea

Power 3: Cited or Paraphrased evidence (should include chapter or page number)

Power 4: Explanation of how the evidence relates to your idea

You are required to complete 4 journal entries by Tuesday, Feb. 26

Please label your journal entry with the DATE, TITLE OF BOOK, PAGES READ, AND QUESTION NUMBER.

1. Describe the problem/conflict of this book. 

2. Who is your favorite or least favorite character?  Why? 

3. Do any of the characters remind you of yourself, a family member, or a friend?  How? 

4. Are there situations in the story where you would have acted differently than one of the characters?  Describe what you would have done. 

5. Compare and contrast two characters.  Include at least three important similarities and three important differences. 

6. Describe the setting (time and place).  What impact does the setting have on the plot? 

7. Describe the climax (the turning point of the story when the action reaches a critical point). 

8. What do you like best about the story?  The least?  Why? 

9. Does this story remind you of other books you have read, movies you have seen, or experiences you have had?  Describe the similarities. 

10. If you could ask the author one question, what would it be?  Why do you want to know this? 

11. What did the author do in order to “hook” the reader?  Explain. 

12. What “pictures” does the author create in your mind?  Draw and describe them. 

13. How has the main character changed over the course of the story?  What do you think is the cause of the change? 

14. What was the best part of this book?  Explain. 

15. Are there any parts you would change?  Explain. 

(taken from Mr. Crumb and L. Cornwell)
